DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 292 739 



TM 832 009 



TITLE 



rilSTlTUTION 
pyB_DATE 
NOTE_ 
PUB TYPE 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Your Child's Scores in Basic Skills: Iowa Tests of 
Basic_Skiils. AISD kindergarten^ School Year 1981-82, 
AISP Elementary Schools ^ School Year 1981-82, 
Austin Independent School District, Tex. 
82 

12p, ; For related document see TM 832 008, 
Guides - Non-Classroom Use (055) — Reports - 
Evaluative /Feasibility ( 142 ) 

MFOl/PCOi Plus Postage. 

Academic AcMevement ; Basic Ski lis j^*Educationai 
Testing; Elementary Education ; Primary Educati ; 
School Districts; Scores; *Standardi2ed Tests; 
Student Evaluation; Testing Programs; *Test 
Interpretation; Test Results; Test Use; Test 
Validity 

*Austih Independent School District TX; *Ibwa Tests' 
o£ Basic Skills; PF Project 



ABSTRACT 

school childr 
structure and 
and answer _fp 
purposes of t 
and accuracy 
Sample test r 
This brochure 
Association D 
(LP) 



Design 
en in Aus 
function 
ritiat is u 
he tests, 
of the sc 
esults ar 
was subm 
ivision H 



ed for parents of 
tin -f Texas, this 

of the Iowa Test 
sed to provide in 
grade level dif f 
ores, and resourc 
e provided to aid 
itted to the 1983 
competition as a 



kindergarten and elementary 
brochure explains the 
s of Basic Skills • A question 
formation on the scope and 
erences in testing, meaning 
es for further information . 

in test score interpretation . 

American Educational Research 

best study report brochure. 



***************************************************** 

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * 

* from the original document. * 

****************•"'?********************************* 



EKLC 



Q:S. D£PARTNI£ArLOEE0yC.&TlQN. 

NWriQNAt |NSTitUTE_OF EDUCATION 
EOOCATlONAC-BEaOUfiCES. INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) . 
This document has b«L*n fupfoducod as 
fL»CL»ivi!(1 from ihe purson or uriiiini/ation 

priijiMiitirui It 

'4^Mtnoi.OutUK\r% M.ivu' Imon rii.Kli' to ifupfove 
' ruproduction qujlitv 

• Pornts of vir»w or iipiriions stated in this dp.cu 
munt do not ruictfbSofilv ruPfrsunt official NIE 
position or policy 



•PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL Has BEEN GRANTED BY 



TO THE EbUCAtlONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)." 



YOUR CHILD'S SCORES IN BASIC SKILLS: 
IOWA TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS. AISD KINDERGARTEN 

f anal 

filSD ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS. 



OS 

Q 



Austin Independent School District 
Texas 

1982 



' ieWA TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS 

Youf Child's Scores In . . . 




An kindergarten students in the Austin Independent 
School District recently took the IOWA TESTS OF BASIC 
SKILLS (ITBS). This brochure provides information about 
these tests, what your child's scores mean, and how these 
test results will be used to help provide the best in- 
struction for your child. 



WHY WAS YOUR CHILD TESTED? 

Testing is one way to find odt_how much your child has 
learned in the basic skills. For kindergarteners^ the 
basic skills tested are listening, language, and mathe- 
matics. 

These skillsare important for your. child to be success^ 
ful in school. Using the test results, parents and 
teachers can work together with students to improve their 
basic skills. \ 

The scores for all the students In a school help the^ 
principal know more about how the school as a whole is 
doing. Districtwide scores help the School Board and 
the administration to Understand the achievement levels 
of students throughout AISD. The test information helps 
administrators make plans to ensure the best instruction 
for all students i arid it aids teachers in planning in- 
struction for individual students. 



HOW ACCURATE ARE THESE TEST SCORES? 

J . 

In most cases, these test scores are a good indication of 
how a child is performing in school compared to other stu- 
dents across the country. However, these ITBS scores are 
only one indicator of how well your child has learned. the 
skills tested. Grades, participation in school activities^ 
enthusiasm for certain subjects, interest in learning^ and 
other things should also be used to measure your child's 
success in school. 



WHERE em YOU_GO_IF YOU WANT MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT THESE SCORES? 

Your child's teacher, school counselor, or principal 
can answer your questions about ITBS scores during the 
school year. They can suggest ways for you to help 
your child learn. A parent-teacher conference. is one 
opportunity for you to discuss these test results With 
the teacher. You will be invited to a conference in 
the fall. 



WHAT DO THESE SeORES fffiAN? 

The ITBS is a standardized test. This means that all 
kindergarten students who take the test receive the 

same directions. Because the test is standardized 

we can make estimates about hoW AISD students_who took 
the test compare with students across the country in a 
nationwide reference group. This reference group is 
made up of thousands of.kindergarten students who took 
the ITBS in 1978 from all areas of the country. 



The example on the next page is_given to help you . 
understand what ydUr child'stest scores mean. In this 
example, you can see that Susan Jones made a percentile 
rank score of 56 in Listening. This means that she 
scored higher on the Listening Test than did 55% of the 
kindergarten students who were part of the nationwide 
reference group. Therefore, for every 100 students in 
the nationwide group, Susan's score was higher than B6 
of them. 



A percentile rank score of 50 is the middle score for 
all students in the nationwide reference group. The 
highest percentile rank score is 99; the lowest is 1. 



Susan*s mathematics score ismarked. with an "S" in the 

row labeled SPEeiAt GIRGUMSTANCE, This S means that 

something happened daring the. mathematicstesting period 
which made Susan's teache.r think Susan ' s score may not 
be accurate. A record of all teachers * reasons for 
thinking any scores may be inaccurate is kept at the 
school . 



IOWA TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS, LEVEL 5, KINDERGARTEN 



Test Date: April , 1982 
Student Name: Susan Jbries 



School : -B1 ueBohnet_ 

'/tuaeht Number: 9562102 



LISTENING LANGUAGE MATHEMATICS 
Percentile Rank Score... 55 60 34 
(S»Spcc1al Circumstance) 5 



WHAT TESTS DID YOUR CHitD TAKE? 

You Will find your child^s ITBS scores at the bottom of 
this page. Kindergarten students .have three scores: 
LISTENING, LANGUAGE, and MATHEMATICS. 



TEST AREA 



SKILLS TESTED 



LISTENING 

LANGUAGE 

MATHEMATICS 



Understanding of materials 
read aloud 

Knowledge of how language is 
used to express ideas 

Understanding of numbers and 
basic math concepts 



IOWA TESTS 0F BASIC SKILLS, LEVEL 5, KINDERGARTEN 



School i 

Student Number: 



Test Date: April , 1982 
Student Name: 



Percentile Rank Score 



LISTENING LANGUAGE MATHEMATICS 



Iowa Tests of Basic Skills 
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MatB Skills 
Reading Skills 
Language Skills 
Wdfk-Study Skills 



AISD Elementary Sefieois 
SchcK^l Year 1981-82 



WHAT TESTS DID YOUR CHILD TAKE? 

Your child recently took the IOWA TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS_ 
(ITBS): These tests were given to all elementary students in AISD. 
This brochure provides Informatibh about the tests, what the 
scores mean, and how this testing information will be used to help 
provide the best instructional program for ydUr child next year. 



Students in grades 1 or 2 
toot thee'e tests 


skilN Tested . . . 


WORD ANALYSIS 


Roco^nition of the sounds of lelttTs: the Ix^.^n- 
ntfi\; cvm ending 'bounds or ^Aords. ond rh\n^mL: 


VCCaBL'LAR\ 


Kn(VA lodv:e of the meanini;^ ot uords 


READING CON^PKEHENSION 


Understanding oi the materuiis read 


LASiCUACE SKILLS 
Spellirtg 


Identitication of the correct sfx-llini; 
ot words 


\V-\THEMATICS 
■With Concepts 
\Vith Problems 
\Uuh Compatation 


Understonding ot basic math concepts 
and abilitv to work ditYorent f\ pe> 
of math problems 




Students in grades 3-6 
took these te>ts 


Skills Tested ; ; . 


VOCABULARY 


Knowledge ot the meanings of words 


READING COMPREHENSION 


Understanding of the materials read 


LANGUAGE SKILLS 

Spelling 

Capital izjtibn 

punctuation 

Usage 
WORK-STUDY SKILLS 

Visoal Materials 

Reference Materials 


Identification of appropriate 
s pe 1 11 n g, c a pi t a i r z a t i d n , a h d 
punctuation; asage of 
grammar rules 

Reading maps, graphs, and tables; 
alphabetizing; using an index, dictionary, 
and other reference materials 


MAtHE.ViATICS 
Math Concepts 
Math Problems 
Math Cbmputatibri 


Understanding of mathematical concepts 
and the ability to dp differeiit 
types of rtiath problems 


■ a 



WHY WAS YQUR GRilD TESTED? 

Testing is one way to get information about your child's mastery of 
these basic skills. Since these skills are essential to your child's 
continued learning and the District's instructional program, this 
testing information can be a va'dable tool in helping parents, 
teachers, and students understand Rov^ well studehts have learned 
these skills. Then parents and teachers can work together with 
students in improving their basic skills; 

The scores for all the students in a school help the principal know 
rnore about how the school as a whole is doing. Di^strictwide 
scores help the School Board and the administration in 
understanding the achievement levels of students throughout 
AISD The test information helps administrators m^ke plans to 
ensure the#st instruction for all students, just as they aid teachers 
in planning instruction for individual students. 



HOW AGGURATE ARE THESE TEST SCORES? 

In most cases, these test scores are a gcRDd indication of how a 
child is performing in school compared to other students across 
the country. However, these ITBS scores are only one indicator of 
how well your chijd has learned the skills t sted. Grades, _ 
enthusiasm for certain subjects, interest in learning, attitude, and 
other things should also be used to measure your child's success 
in school. 



WHERE CAN YOy GO IF YOU WANT MORE INFORMATION 
>t*BOUT THESE SCORES? 

Your child's teacher, school cbUnsejor, or principal can answer 
your questions about ITBS scores during the school year. They 
can suggest ways for you to help your child learn. The Fall 
parent-teacher conl^erence is one opportunity for yoU to discufs 
the test results with the teacher. ^ 



ERIC 



WHAT DlFFERENeE DOES THE tEST LEVEL hiAKE 
IN GRADES 4, 5, AND 6? 

In grades A, S, and 6, the I^'bS provides several test levels wFiicH 
are appropriate tor the students in each of these grades. \A'e have 
found that a test which is too hard for a student causes frustration. 
A test which is too easy is not challenging. When this happens, the 
«itudent's scares may not be as accurate as desired. Theretore. the 
level given to your child matched as closely as possible your_ 
child's demonstrated skills. The le\'el was chosen by your child's 
teacher after looking at other test 'cores. 

The label giving your child's test sc ores has a special note if your 
child was tested at either a lower or a higher level than most ot the 
students at that grade. It there is no note, your child took the levej 
usually taken at that grade. However, the percentile rank score 
should be the same no matter wiich level ydUr child took. 



WHAT DO YOUR CHILD'S SCORES MEAN? 

You will find your child's if BS scores at the bottom of the last 
page of this brochure. First and second graders have 10 scores. 
These include totals for reading, language skills, and mathematics. 
However, please note that the total for first and second graders 
for language skills simply repeats the spelling score. 
There are 1 5 scores for students in grades three through six; These 
include totals for reading, language skills, vvork^study skills, and 
mathematics: 

The ITBS is a standardized test. This means that at each grade 
level, students who take the test receive the same directions and 
have'the same time limits. Because the tests are standardized, we 
can make estimates about how AISD students who took the test 
compare with students across the country in a nationwide _ ^ 
reference group. This reference grOUp is made up of thousands of 
students who took the ITBS in 1978 in each grade level from all 
areas of the cDUiitry. - . 





WHAT DO THESE SeDRES MEAN? 
(AN EXAMPLE) 

The example on tFiis page is given to Help yeu uriderstarid what 
your child's test score? mean. A sample label with scores for Susan 
Jones is at the bottom of this page. In this example, you can see 
that Susan made a percentile rank scoreof 52 in Vocabulary. This 
means she sco'^ed higher on the Vocabulary Test than did 52% of 
the students in Susan's ^rade who were part of the nationwide 

reference grc jp. Therefore, for every 100 students in the 

nationwide group, Susan's score was higher than 52 of them. 

For each grade level, a percentile rank score of 50 is the nn^ddle 
score tor all scudents in the nationwide reference group. The 
highest percentile rank score is 99; the lowest is 1. 

Susan's rnathemat|cs scores are marked with an ''S" in the row 
labeled SPEGIAL GIRCUMSTANCE. This S means that sdmething 
happened during the mathematics testing period which made 
Susan's teacher think Susan's scores may riot be accurate. In this 
case, Susan lost a contact lens during the rnathematics tests and 
could not read well. A record of all teachers' reasons for thinking 
any scores may be inaccurate are kept at the school. 



4562^5 SjsanJones__ _ 525 4/82 11 



YdUR CHlLtyS SCORES ON 




APPLY SCORE LABEL HERE 



YOU MAY WJSR to MARK THESE TEST SCORES ON THE GRAPH ABOVE 
; / 1: ; : ; ORE Pubncatlon No. ai39 J. 2 ^— 



